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Now Honduras is getting up a revolu-
tion about the size of a college cane rush.

No MANX in the country is doing nearly
g0 much to the election of Theodore Roose-
velt as William Jennings Bryan.

CoMRADE JAMES TANNER has just re-
turned from Boston and Providence, where
he went to represent Commander-in-Chief
Blaek, and made eight speeches, besides
attending four banquets. It was hard
work even for “Jim” Tanner, and the re-
sult was that he came home, had severe
chills, and has been off duty since.

Cor. TEoMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON
says that it only requires a glance at the
United States Senate in session, and then
at the English House of Lords in session,
to recognize that the American body has a
far more intellectual aspect than the other
mssemblage. Nine-tenths of the visible in-
tellect in the British Heuse is to be seen in
the faces on the Bench of Bishops and the
Law Lords, all of whom have come up
from the lower strata of society, and it is
one of the preblems in nature why the
English aristocracy should be so homely
and so commonplace.

IT may help reconcile the Southern
Democrats to the United States rale in the
Philippines to know that the Hon. Luke
E. Wright, who succeeds Secretary Taft
as Governor, is an old-time States Rights
Democrat, and served during the war in
the Confederate army. He is a brother of
Brig.-Gen. Mareus T. Wright, who entered
the Confederate army at the beginning of
the war as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 154th
Tenn., quedl brigade during
a largp part of the war. The Hon. Luke
E. Wright is a jurist of distingnished
‘ability, and will probably make a vely
good Governor of the archipelago.

. » A MOST- wanton snd impudent set of
Jdiars are those who are prating about
slgvery and .the slaye trade in the Philip-
pines. There is simply no slavery: there,
in the ordinary meaning of the word, dnd

P—

gonsequently no slave trade. There is a [in reality’ be much greater thaun this, for

‘suryival of the old patriarchal form of

- ~family tribal life, such as all peoples have’
‘gone through. ‘That is, the family or tribe
-has ‘a pieee of land upon:which all the
members are supported, and the head of
the family, or chief, or patriarch, exercises
“authority over all, allets land to different.
.members, and assigns them their work.
The men who talk asbout slavery are
simply ignorant of the conditions ‘there,
and of history besides.

THE torpedo-boat seems to be very much
in the ascendaney mow, and .the battle-
ship suffering an eclipse. The torpedo-
‘boats have certainly been handled with
great skill and daring lately, and have in-
flicted startling blows. Before, however,
we can fully decide, we shall have to learn
of the extent of the injuries the torpedo-
boats have inflicted upon the battleships.

. The Russian commander insists that they
were comparatively light, and that the bat-

" tlesliips will be ready for service in a few

“days. If this is the case, it will diminish
the prestige of the torpedo-boats, but it
cannot take away their moral effeet, nor
the faet that one of those active little ver-
min of the sea may take an important
fighter out of the battle at a eritical mo-
ment when her presence may be vitally

. Mecessary.

- TuE first news of the Japanese suc-
cesses was received with due suspicion,
but now it seems clear that on the night
of Feb. B two Russian fleets, 300 miles

~ apart, were attacked with such success as

" to destroy the Russian supremacy at sea
in those waters, and give the contrel to the
Japanese fleet. Henceforth Russian ships
will be confined to their harbors where
they can be supported by the forts, and
even then they will not be at all safe from
the active little torpedo-boats, Two battle-
ships and four cruisers have certainly been
disabled if not destroyed, and the Japa-
nese fleet is now twice as strong as that

. of Russia, so that the coasts of Japan are

- mot only free of any attack, but the Jap-

* anese can move their transports at will to

_ iand troops where they please to attack
the Bussians. This gives Japan an enor-

. mous advantage in the war, especially

- sinee, acting in accordance with Becretary

" Hay's note, China has been strictly neu-
tralized, and the Russians will not be al-
lowed to draw any supplies from that
country. Therefore all the Russians can

' rely upon is what troops and supplies they

, can force over that long, slender line of
single track railroad, 6,000 miles in length.
It does not seem possible that they can

* bring enough force by this means to meet

the Japanese army of 350,000 men which

can be poured into Korea and Manchuria.

THE CORMANDER-IN-CRIEF,
Commander-in-Chief John C. Black im-
roved so much last week that he
ble to leave his bed In the

urs’ work a day
Service

5 some hours’
in the Civil
to the hospital after he has finished
his work in his offlee, and

in

civilian friends. The. all-important fact
is that fully 50,000 veterans will die this
year, and in all human probability the
mortality will greatly increase in every
subsequent year. To show how rapidly
the mortality rate among the veterans has
risen in the past few years, we give the
following table from the report of the Ad-
jutant-General, G. A. R., as to the mortali-

these vermin of the war became so fre-
quent and terrible that, toward the close
of the struggle, Union and rebel command-
ers united to suppress them, which was
very often done with short shrifts and long
ropes. Gen. Forrest, himself, helped our
commanders in Tennessee, Kentucky and
Mississippi, in breaking up gangs of these
marauders, and some deeds were done in

ty in that organization:

those swamps that would make the respee-
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By this it will be seen that since 1880
the mortality rate has risen from .93 of
one per cent. per annum, to 3.22, or is now
almost four times as great. Last year
it leaped up pereceptibly from what it was
the year before, and it must continue to
rapidly increase as the veterans grow
older. :

If the figures furnished by the Record
and Pension Bureau of the War Depart-
ment are correct, there are 838,002 wvet-
erans new alive. Unquestionably the
membership of the Gramnd Army repre-
sents the veterans who are in the best
physical condition. - Those who are badly
broken down are most generally outside
the Order. There is a reason for this.
Their age and their disabilities prevent
their attendance upon Post meetings and
their taking part in the movements which
their more vigorous comrades aTe CArTy-
ing on., They have not the interest in
things which their more healthful com-
rades have, and consequently they are not
in the Grand Army. Therefore the death
rate among them must be very much
larger than it is among the active mem-
bers of the Order. _ -
The Senate Committee on Pensions has
estimates which suppert the belief that
folly 45.000 veterans die every year, and
last year the Pension Bureau reported that
the deaths were over 50,000. Undoubtedly
the Commissioner of Pensions has better
information than the Pension Committee,
but probably he has not all the facts in his
possession, 8o thmt there is every reason
for believing that not only were there 50,
000 deaths among the veterans last year,
but that the aggregate mortality this year
will rise some thousands above this figure,
and rapidly approximate 60,000 per an-
num. We will be entirely safe and per-
feetly just, however, in assuming 50,000
as the number of deaths per annum. There-
fore, after the passage of the service peh-;
ston bill and its going into operation, the
annual -expenditures will be inevitably de-
creased every yedr st the rite ‘of 50,000
times $144, or $7.200,000 a_year. It will

thoss already on the ¥olls who are receiv-]
rapidly .than those who are getting $12
a mondh, and this proportion will be so
great as to pessibly increase the loss from
the pension roll a million dollars or more
per annum’ above the $7,200,000.

and friends of veterans, it is yet mathe-
matically true, and easy to be demon-
strated by an, erdinary operation in arith-
metie, .

“"Tis “true 'tis pity; pity ’tis 'tis true.”
All of the possible claimants having been
pat upon. the roll, there will be no addi-
tional allowances to swell its expenditures,
and the appropriations for it must every
year diminish with a rapidity that will be
as gratifying to the “Watch dogs of the
Treasury” as mournful to those who
see the swift melting away of that grand
army of brave veterans who saved this
country from destruction in its hour of
dire need. :

The War Department has sent to Gov.
Montagne, of Virginia, and other repre-
sentatives of the Bouthern States a letter
denying the request for proof sheets of the
muster-rolls of the Confederate army now
being compiled by the Department, along:
side of those of the Union army. The res
fusal is based upon the great amount of
clerical work which would be involved,
and the delay whieh it would cause to the
completion of the rolls.

The Becretary’s letter urges that every
Confederate roll found anywhere be sent
at once to the Department, but the Secre-
tary says that he will adhere to his rule
that nothing except stricly official matter
shall be allowed to go upon the roll.

The question will be as to what shall
be considered as official. All over the
Bouth were mnumbers of organizations
which tock part in the war on the rebel
side, but which lacked official recognition
and record. There were great numbers
of “partisan” organizations of all shades
of irregularity. Hundreds of these were
raised by men who gathered in what men
they could induce to follow them, and
kept up a series of operations until the
close of the war. A large portion of them
did not do any more fighting than they
could help, and only went where large
plunder was promised them without ac-
companying danger. In the latter years
of the war, the rebel Generals and subor-
dinate commanders made great effort to
get these lawless gangs into the regular
organizations, but were only partially snc-
cessful. Even as well organized as the
rebel army was in Virginia, there were still
hundreds of these bands or gangs of “par-
tisans,” who managed to get outside of
‘camp limits and the regular diseipline.
They were a great _annoyance to the
Union pickets, outposts and trains, and in
addition a curse to their. own' people;
whom they robbed most mercilessly. A
considerable portion of the war records
relating to Virginia in 1864 is taken up

with complaints by the Confederate com-
manders of .

Lamentable as this is to all veterans |commercially. He proceeded to thoronghly.
inform himself as to every man in the|.

table Antis of Boston faint with horror if
they knew of them. Hundreds of these.
red-handed scoundrels were shot on sight
by both Union and Confederate soldiers.

The considerations that led Gen.Sherman
to concede to Gen. Johnston's army the
right to take their arms home and deposit
them in their Btate Capitals, was the plea
that these were needed to defend them-
selves against these so-called “partisan,”
ostensibly Confederate, soldiers, but really
murderous banditti, who had no political
p'rinfiiples and were only seeking to rob
and plunder. The question, therefore, will
be A very strenuous one as to how far the
names of men compoeing these bands
should be allowed a place on the rolls of
the Confederate army, The State author-
ities, of course, in their anxiety to swell
the number of men furnished to the rebel
army, Will want to include everybody. The
regular Confederate soldiers will want to
exclude all except those regularly enrolled
in regiments, and they will scorn to have
their names put on the same footing with
those of these red-banded robbers.

SENATOR HANNA, _
The death of Senator Hanna shaws con-
clusively that this' cousitry -is still breeding
great men. Haana was great in very
many ways, and none of his greatness was
attributable to any- specious advertisiog.
It was a greatness that forced recognition
trom the people, after he had been abused
and maligned as comparatively few men
have been. He was a good example of
the American type which has been held
up ae a model for Ameriean boys.  He

which he was engaged. These were the
sole secrets of his sueceas. While bril-
liant as & money-maker, he was unflinch-
ingly true to. moral and political principles;.

his principles—that is, James A, Gar:
feld and William MecKinley.  To those
men he gave a support that counted noth-

unselfish as any such support could pos-
sibly be. It was in this way that he
drifted into politics, aud he carried into
that the same thoroughness and business
prineiples which had made him a success

party, his capabilities, what he was worth,
and where he could do the most effective
work. He organized first the minor divi-
sions of the party in Ohio for snccess, then
the party in the State, and finally in the
United States. He did this with sueh a
grasp and with such ~uccess, that there
was but one voice as to his fitness for the
leadership. He conld have had at any
time any office within the gift of the Re-
publican party without solicitation, and
with the feeling that he conferred dis-
tinction upon the office by taking it. He
only became Senator in order to help his
triend McKinley and to further the party's
policy, whieh he considered was the best
for the country. 'There has passed away
a good, strong, upright, loyal man of the
highest: convictions, and of equally lofty
courage in carrying them out.

L

THE LAW-MAKING PENSION BUREAV.

During - the malsdministration of the:
Pension Burean by ' Commissioners  Loeh:
ren and Evans The Nationa) Tribnne
Penslon Bureau was & law to itseif, and
that it was makiog laws to suis-itselé inp
dependent of what. Congress. made. This
‘was as vigorously denied by Commission-
ers Lochren and Evans and their friends.
All the same the autocracy and unlimited

not only interpreting the laws of Congress
to suit themselves, in disregarding every-
thing that it was not convenient to recog-
nige, and in making without any question
or doubt its own laws, is constantly being
demonstrated. For example: Hannah A
Ramsey was the widow of Zaman Ram-
sey, a private in a New York regiment.
After his death she obtained a pension,
which was forfeited when she remarried.
Subsequently it developed that her- sec-
ond choice was insane at the time of her

matter came up before the Supreme Court

body, and presumably knowing something
of its business, which decreed that the
said marriage “be declared null and yoid,
ab initio, and of no effect, and that no
marriage, or contract, or relation exists or
has ever existed between said plaintiff
and defendant.” In spite of this, when
Mrs. Ramsey applied to the Pension Bu-
reau for a restorition of the pension on
the ground that she had not married, the
‘Pension Bureau-said that she had, no mat-
ter what the New York SBupreme Court
said, and that she was - therefore mot en-
titled to a pension, which was steadily re-
fused her until the Secretary of the Inte-
rior reversed the deeision. The arrogance

the Supreme Court of New

WHEAT is gaily capering above the do}

break them up and put their numbers

lar mark, while the silver dollar sullenly

hangs around 43 cents. .

£
started without any of the advantages étﬂ

‘and found time and opportmnity ta give |
the most unselfish devotion to advancing the h
the men whom he thought best represented ‘} work, ﬂ’%"

kuew that it had

ing. of time, labor or expense. - It wis as.]

' { had ever seen, an

self-sufficiency of the Pension Bereau in{

Jnarrisge, and was sent to the asylum. The {raged-
of New York; a very dignified and learned |

of Mr. Evans imr setting himself. up above |’
York. bavdly |2
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Sadness of a Rechnt'Battlefioid-Scene of ths
Most : in the History
of the World- Nine Months of Inces-

sant Pighting 41 Petersburg.

A month-old; battlefield is the saddest
and most repugnant of war pictures.

The swarm of madly-struggling combat-
ants are gone—apparently as far away as
eternity. -

“The thunder of Captains and the
shouting” is as silent as if it never had
been,

Gone even farther are the fight's mortal
fears and hopes.

Its death-defying heroism;
1ts sullen despair;

Its martyr-like resignation:
Its fiendish ferocity.

All these are like a watch in the night;
as a tale that'is told.

ealled—but not felt, or lived again.

Even the men who fought there, and
tasted the intoxication of victory, or the
death of despair, come back to the ground
and look at it with dumb amazement as
to what they did and felt there.

All the passion, the thrill, the exalta-
tion, the glory of the battlefield have evap-
orated, vanished, leaving behind only the
sickening lees—the trampled, torn, blood-
sonked ground, broken weapons, noisome
rags, with fading crimson stains, and the
awful stench from the shallow graves.

The boys had come into eamp at night
upon the ground where the Army of North-
ern Virginia had made its last desperate
stand to save Petersburg, to save the rebel
Capital, and the Southern Confederacy
from the overwhelming tide of the Army
of the Potomae. Really the Southern
Confederacy had died right there- in' that
awful battle and the wonderful rush to
Appomattox, with the gevere fighting on
the road were merely culminating and con-
cluding details. !

Dauring the .aftermoon the boys had
marched along the Boydton Plank Road
through the endless miles of works thrown
up in the months of struggles to extend
the Army of the Potomac’s left flank be-
yond the rebel right flank,.and cut off Pe-
tersburg and . Richmopnd from . the south.
The boys thoaght they had seen wonders
in the way of extent and wariety of for.

tification. . around .M,!ﬁ:l it - was
dwarfed in ison . this. Where-
ever they looked, and as far as they could
see, the earth was seamed with great red
welts; g to the. hight ot
small hills, With waere ditches, aba-
tis, chevaiux-de-f se, . Ades, casemates,
bomb-proofs and the whole arsenal of mil-
itary devices fo enge, defense, entan-
glemefit’ and ¢ ection, litmitleds” im ex-
tent, worlds iif! Hémber. gl
These elabofite’works had not been put
up for show, & totkeep thé men busy, or
even with referédce to possible contin-
cies. It weselbar to the eye of a sol-
- that-everyidetail of them was the re-
sult of desperate and need,’

{Ald every:
used, too. It was evident even to a eclvil-
ian that more than-onee there had

g
2
E.=
S aim.
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t ha
gigantic task, with er_armies
fairly. ygll in their way, and according to
their lights, buf mot. measyring up at all
to its character and achievemaents,
contest was 80 gigantic that no man’s mind

ers. were having just as bitter times as he
and his' comrades. -

The men who made the mighty rush
from the-Rapidan to to-head
off Lee had little-time to think of the
strains another army had been

for months to capture Vieksburg, and, con-
versely, the men of the Army of the Pen-
nessee had quite emough to engross their
minds, without' appreciative study as to
dmlnt the Army of the Potomac had been

oing.

Next, and most naturally, every man
thought his company was the best in the
regiment, his regiment the best in the bri-
gade, his brigade the best in the , and
his corps the t in the army.. It is to
the lasting credit of our manhood and our
American civilization .that this 18 so.
Buch is the high average of our manhood
tiat every man thinks that the
immediately around him, of whose daily
lives, efforts, character and achievements
he is an eye-witpess, must be very much
betltler men than those whom he knows less
well. = it

Therefore, not & man in the 200th Ind.
was troubled with.the slightest doubt that
the Army of the Cumberland was the

d -it ‘had really delivs

ered the blows which had knocked the: life
cat of the =

47, organieation e ite comradas. from the
and Sherman.

They had read so much criticism of the
army and its leaddrs, s0 many high expec-
tations of v had been turned into the
ashes of d:{u r, its*Generals had been
80 contemn #nd its successes so few

But now what!they were seeing opened’
their eyes to* gigantic work, the mar-

velous fo the wonderful tenacity
of purpose of grand old Army of the
Potomac. Hefe was Walbﬁgu
‘a Co 'ﬂt’, = thern w“e,
had massed'iisi®hoicest and best troops
in a des Mumm which

presenée® s skirmish. . 3
both sides, an' Afmy as big nas Grant’'s at
Shiloh or Rosecrans’s at SBtone River slept
in the shallow’grives which patched and

ed the Wreiind In all directions, :
“Great ¥ - exclnimed ‘Monty
TUR - Atlants -several times

over.” G 303 T8 :

“It's Vieksburg 'multiplied by three or
four,”’ echoed an of g
, passing .over te join:

They can be remembered—faintly re- :

Ot course; the Army | 271

oY | Skelle had

‘eruel;
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They were too tired, hungry and sleep~
when they halted apon the clearest and
least-rough ground they could readily find,
to more than notice that it seemed to have
been the former parade of a rebel regi-
ment. and that somebody said they were
about 15 miles from Richmond. e air
was full of sickening odors—very different
from the clean, breezy camp near Raleigh
—but, then, so was the whole country
throagh which they had been marching
since morning, and this was not much
worse than the rest.

Théy gathered up some bits of boards
and built a fire to boil their coffee against
the trunk of a locust tree which had been
cut down by a shell. The tree had ap-

ordered as it ma

They went ins and found the man's
chum, sit{ing by the fireplace, waiting for
his partner to bring in woed with which to
start the fire and cook the meager little
portion of meal and meat u which the
two would make their breakfast.

The room was absolutely bare of furni-
ture, or any of the usual belongings of a
home. These had probably been swept
away early in the occupation of the ground
by the soldiers, who had also torm away,
from time to time, parts of the house to
fix up their tents, It had only been saved
from complete demolition by being used
as a tent by an officer.

Abel Gadsport, the man’s partner, had,

parently stood near the Colonel’s tent, and

like him, a refined, gentlemanly face, and

account.

* When the miorning came the boys looked
around upon a scenie of ‘desolation the like
of which their eyes had mever before en-
countered in - their years -of campaiguing,
in' thelr 2,000 miles of ‘marching from the
Ohio-River.to-the James. They were just
ingide the next to the last nnd strongest
line-of “works which guarded Petersbarg.
To'thelr right, at the angle of the works,
and’ on’a hight of ground,

a8 ever

commanding
‘§ stood. the powerful - Fort Gregg, as sullen,
somber, forbidd

ing . heap of

| dist d the earth’s surface. ~Around it

¢ deep, wide ditches, filled with filthy,
stagnant water, now takiogg on a green
scum under the Spring sun,.and every.art
of .the engineer liad been - exhausted to
make the fort im
weeks . before: Fort Gregg had been. the
seene of the most desperate struggle.of the
.war, and the rains had nat yet ohliterated
the footprints of the .fierce combatants
who met one another on the with
sword .pl:"in bayonet. Nor tI.x‘;ul t b: tre(:h
grass, springing up everywhere, begun to

y hide the soil enriched by the life-

of hundreds of the bravest men.
At a little distance beyeud another line
of works was the city of Petersburg, its
spires shattered by shell, and toppling,
blackened walls standing where buildings
had been, great gaps in houses where
shells had entered and exploded, streets
torn up, encum , blockaded.

“I eertainly think I should prefer a
g g B e rovegiy

t. th-a tropolitan ad-<
vantages,” said Monty ﬁum with a
shrug of his shoulders and a nauseated
twitch of his face, at the rank odor from a
thousand ves, and still more thousands
of unburied carcasses of horses and mules.

' ia‘rlace needs about a million tons
of chloride of lime, to make it fit for any-
thing but buzzards to live, and needs it
right away,” said the medical’minded Alf
‘Russell, ' “I’'m surprised at the General’s
halting us here, or even allowing us to
march through. The surroundings are
highly unsanitary.”

Everywhere were broken guns, rusty
fragments of shells, rags of -garmen
most of them blood-stained, stalled a
brokendown wagons, sometimes with the
carcasses of the emaciated teams still
hitched to them, just as they were left in
the wild flight ch followed the break-
ing of the rebel lines. Eteml'e were
short trenches with a sign bit of
board stuck upright at the mda showin
where some poor fellow, who had receiv
his last wound, had been hurriedly put out
of sight by his retreating co

Outside of the regiment, and the rest
of the brigade, whi Ilny still farther
.back, there was not a soul in sight, as the
~answered the morning roll-call, and
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t ce $ ]
slender’ figuré;
‘one arm;

. y th' .
great puinlt.thoﬁ-nwumfm-
the wga'dc:m'lf and the surroundings
were in the last extremity of dilapidation.
There was g »0 wobegone about
the rebel and his place that the boys’
hearts were touched, and they walked over
toward him.

“Good morning, gentlemen,” he greeted
them, in a pleasant, courfeous voice, stop-
ping: with his left hand full of sTlintort
and slivers, which*he had been pulling off
with dificulty from a shell-shattered piece
of weatherboarding. “Fine morning.”
fine it the air could be
‘run ‘through a gravel screen, and a few
tﬁnn of dead horse sifted out,” returned

onty.
L“""Hie efflavig is
‘antil™ n&._nf

aD, io the |

himself from faling by catching at the

wnlltof the houle.".d to i in killing
“Your .gel to K. you

rapidly,” said Alf Russell, with a

him.
here?” = ; A
. “Do you see any, more salubrious plaee.
in .the neighborhbed?* asked the man,
with- & comprehensive . glance. over the
woful landscape. “Beside, this is my-
ith a.r'u} I must stay upen it and.

“Why den’t you get awany from

admitted.

ble. Only six |.othe

i, S o g b | B T

: uite strong,
.;,.;a‘“m""'*_ it, ":‘;m... the]
‘-‘t‘oﬂm' ‘and ou:;" ..#'

Jouy
fessional air, ag they Tan to his side to help | pool

S

“ragRE WAS SOMETHISG 50 WOE-BEGONS ABOUT THIS RESEL AND Mis PLACR” _
| been spared by the freezing rebels on that

spoke ‘with the accents of an sduocated
man. H;hadlqathbth mbﬂw‘tz:
knee, and was very pale. weak,:

was cheerful and courteons. He took ‘the
slivers which his partner laid down: before
him, and began scératchin in the

fire, -while his partner, :
tered tin can, started feebly out for water.

The boys cast a quick look around the
room and took it-all in.

The two wouanded rebel soldiers froin
Fort G - after having their limbs am-
patated, had - been carvied. to the house,
probably at the solicitation of the owner,

pear, a t' there, with. a supply of
food, while the Burgeons hurried on with
the army-after Lee, where there would be
r work to do. Their bed was some
blankets picked up on the battlefield. They.
had been forgotten in the rush of over-
whelming events, and the only visiters to
their house. were -negroes i
the battlefield, whom they pe
minister to their meost pressing wants.

The food left with them had, of course,
long ago given out, but they had managed

to

which a kind-hearted old negress, who had
known the. Spear family before the war,
had managed to collect for them from the
gcanty supplies of her neighbors, all of
whom were on the verge of famine.

The boys did not need even a suggestion
as to'what to do. Sandy Baker and Harry
Ju&ym ran toward the works, and pre-
sently returned with some empty ammauni-
tion boxes, ‘which they broke apart and
started a lively fire on. the hearth. M

Gid Mackall'and Alf Russell hur-
ried to eamp, and soon came to the house,
carrying their haversacks and those of the
rest of the boys, which they emptied of
their contents, and Bandy Baker started to
cook a breakfast for the poor men, while
Alf Russell set some water to warm to
bathe and dress their wounds.

Colfee was soon boiling and the meat
fried, wihich the two men devoured with
thankfulness and hungry appetites.

“You say you were in the fight over
there at that -fort,” said Monty
after the men had become invigorated by
a few sgwallows of coffee.

“Yes, indeed,” answered Mahlon Spear.
“We were in it from start to finish, and it
was the hottest I ever saw, and we have
-been in the Army of Northern. Virginia
ever since we were conscngted. in March,
1862, and saw all the fighting from the
Peninsular Campaign on t ' Antije-
tam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and the
Wilderness.” :

“Where did you belong?”

“We belonged to the Mississippi Sharp-
shooters—Lieut-Col. Duncan’s Battalion.
We were both born in Virginia, right here
in this n .&.buf bhad gone to Mis-

00

We were both
Union men, and k

out of the army as
iong as we couid, but the war broke
our

to get his army together, after the outer
lines were broken, and to get Longstreet
from across the river. We obeyed orders.
There were only 30 or 40 of us alive when
the fort was taken, and your ‘men said
that each one of us must have killed l.l::ae
or four of them before they got over the
entanglentents and ditch and up the slip-
pery of the fort. O, it was just aw
ful. It was a great wonder that anybody

lived through it.”
“Tell us all about it, please,” said
and the rest gathered

Monty
about to listen. :

There came a terrific explosion, followed
by two or three smaller ones.

Pete Skidmore came running up the
bank, scared bailf tordeath, but ;rinh? t
‘“Phey-were alive and loaded,” he yeiled,

- ““What in the does: this mean, |
Pete?’ inquired Monty Seraggs, with all
the dignity and severity of a Lance 8er-

-

-prowling over:

to subsiat on a little -mesgl and . bacon,

{ pension expenditares. The

In the course of a long editorial
headed “A Despicable Graft,” it says:
“The ecrisis which the country faced in
the days of the civil war was one that in-
volved the very life of the Nation. The
country’s salvation depended wupon the
and capacity for self-sacrifice
which existed among its citizens. It was
a time when the Government had a right
to demand that sacrifice, plus the most
strenunus service that could be rendered;
and by hundreds of thousands of men
who entered the Union army that service
was given with the wtmost enthusiasm.
With these men a premium on patriotism
was hardly necessary. If it was necessary
to any class, that class was what was
If their service
was near the close of the war, they take
anything but credit from the fact of not
having enlisted when they were needed for
the sterner work of the conflict. It is not
a violent presumption that a considerable
percentage of these ‘one-night stand’ wsol-
diers stayed out of the trouble as long as
they conveniently could, or were induced
to enlist mainly from pecuniary consider-
ations, in which possibly the matter of a
bounty was involved. In the latter event,
they were better paid than the men who
bore the brunt of the strife.”

In regard to the first assertion, it is suf-
ficient to say that while the erisis was all
that the Telegram says it was, only a por-
tion of the young men responded to the
conntry’s call, and consequently they who
did deserve a great deal more consideration
than those who did not enlist. They made
an immense sacrifice in order to save the
country from ruin, and the people of to-
day who are enjoying the fruits of that
sacrifice, certainly owe it to those men to
give them a decent provision for their old
‘age.

The writer’s assumption that the 90-day
men only came in at the close of the war
is funny in its dense ignorance. Every-
body else knows that the 90-day men were
4 the first troops in the field, and that they
did a great deal of hard fghting in Vie-

known as B0-day men.

limitation of 90 days doss met, however,
refer primarily to them; it is a limitation
following the precedent of sgimilar m-"'
iation for previous wars, and refers only
to the length of service in the class of ea-
listments. A pension was givea to the
men who served se much as 14 days in the
War of 1812, and the limitation for the
Mexican War pensioners 'was 60 days, so
that a 90-day limitation is really moge
strenubus than any of its predecessors, Of
course the editor of the Telegram does
not care for reasons—he is"not built that
way—he is simply angry that meney
should be paid to the men who fought for
the Union, and he is hunting around for
pretexts for opposing it. Any old thing
he can say suits-him just #s well a¥ any
other old thing. The truth of either dods
not matter, : el il d s

Tre Buffalo Bxpress has entered -the
field against the ;seryice pension bil,” and

formation in regard to it. It saysr "¢ "
“If it were proposed to ‘the bofs
who weat to Qmﬁ'ﬁms-o?&np‘vr
for three months during the Spanish ‘War
$12 a month for the M&ﬁ

tate. Yet there is no moral differenee be-
tween the claim of the Spanish-War. and
the civil-war - soldier.” r

It is astonmishing that any paper, not
merely of the standing of the Buffalo Bx-

onty | press, but one of any standing whatever,

should show such startling ignorance of
the real conditions. The men who went
into the camps of instruction during the
Spanish War had, as a rule, no opportu-
nity to rendeér-active service to the Gov-
ernment. To only a few of them was
given this oppertunity. On the othet
hand, the men who enlisted during the re-
bellion were in active service from the
very moment that they enlisted, thousands
of them even before they enlisted. The

the Union, and afterwards and in many
places they rendered a great deal of serv-
ice. Hvery man who entéred the United

months it it"was for a yedr,
times as much; and so on.
pension bill is directly in
previeus pension legislation
States, and it makes the term
longer than was the case with
vivors of previous wars. ey
‘s period 90 days, it can ’

:houen::th months man during
war of the lion rendered more
harder service than the average man
went through the whole of any other
in which the Government has been

gaged

PROSPECTS OF THE AERVICE PENEION BILL.
The week ends with seemingly bright
prospects for the passage of the
Pengion Bill. Speaker Cannon is
as saying that the bill would pass
and the President has been quite free in
speaking of his desire to bave
passed. . The friends of the veterans, who
have the success of the mmeasure at heart,
$20,000,000 the first year, and one of their
arguments is that the Pension Bureau can-
not issee more than that many certificates;
also that the death rate among the soldiers

attitude of the
Senate is not thought to be so favorsble,
and that body may even decline to pass
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retiive: 1o somcns with the. House.. At the.

ginia, West. Virginia, and Missouri. The .

is giving its readers a good-deal of.misin-

He would have to come from heaven. X
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